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Published from time to time for the Foggy Bottom Restoration Association 


September 1961 


MESSAGE FROM THE F.B.R.A. PRESIDENT 


First, I have to observe that the 

Foggy Bottom Restoration Associa- 

tion is NOT a closed society. It IS 

an association of people living in the 
Bottom who, together with their friends, 
are deeply interested in making and 
keeping the area a good place to live. 


So, the activities of such an associa- 
tion as FBRA are NOT the kind of thing 
that can, with profit, be left to "George" 
--or Harry, or Bill, or May and Harriet 
for that matter. No, the health, the 
vigor, the vision, the worth, in fact the 
success of the association depends ina 
large measure on you and the support 
you give it--first, by joining, and sec- 
ond, by attending its meetings. Frankly, 
what I'm trying to lead up to is: This 
is no time for complacency for past 
accomplishments. NOW is the time to 
bring new vigor and force to our future 
activities. 


“PROGRESS OR DECAY--WHERE DOES 
FBRA GO FROM HERE". The theme is 
stolen from The Washington Post be- 
cause of its pertinence to us. 


Still quoting from the Post, "A decade 
ago The Washington Post helped touch 
off a long-range program of urban renewal 
Now, nearly ten years later, the Post tells 
what has been done... but stresses what 
still remains to be done: Why CITIZENS, 
civic leaders and legislators must continue 


the battle against urban blight." 


Something less than a decade ago, 
the Foggy Bottom Restoration As- 
sociation was born--born out of the 
necessity, for the visionary but 
hardy souls who had set up house 
and home in the "Bottom", of 
defending that home against the 
accelerating appetite of the automo- 
bile for concrete and macadam. 


The need for actively associating 
in those early days was pressing, 
and it is well known, by the old 
timers, that the need was met and 
much good was accomplished. (It 
seems to me that we ought to get 
someone of historical bent to write 
a capsule history of the problems, 
the excitement, the frustrations and 
the accomplishments of those early 
days. I'll speak to the Editor about 
it and see if he can't persuade some- 
one to do it.) 


The question, How are we doing 
lately? comes to mind. "Not so 
good," some say. "The enthusiasm 
has gone," say others. I do not-- 
repeat--do not, agree. It is true 
that attendance at the called meet- 
ings has lately been disappointing, 
but I feel this is only evidence that 
we have been taking a breather and 
catching our’ second wind. And with 
the imminence of all the construc- 
tion projects around us, I'm certain 
that all we need is some leadership. 


The burden of this "ramble" is to 
assure all members and members- 
to-be that the officers of FBRA, to- 
gether with the additional Executive 
Committee members, stand ready and 
are prepared to give leadership. And 
we are sure you will respond with 
your support. 


The Executive Committee met 
early in August and dealt with a nine- 
subject agenda which ranged from the 
outgoing to the incoming officers, 
through membership problems, to 
projects and programs. 


Most important at this time, is 
that the first meeting is scheduled 
for September 25, 1961. Please 
mark your calendar. Further, the 
Committee has roughed out the meetings 
for the coming membership year; ten 
are to be scheduled, and except for the 
initial one, the meeting date is to be 
the third Monday of each month: The 
association doesn't meet during July 
and August. 


The program content agreed on in- 
cluded two business meetings as call- 
ed for in the by-laws--the first and 
the last--with the remaining eight 
programs equally divided between 
cultural and civic efforts. The cultural 
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programs will tap the wealth of 
talent that abounds in the "Bottom", 
and we shall call on our D.C. Com- 
missioners and department heads to 
help us with the civic programs. 
(Sounds like a good time to get rid 
of your frustrations. ) 


Don't forget! The first meeting 
is set for September 25 (see the notice 
elsewhere in this issue) and your 
officers will look forward to seeing 
you all at that time. Please come 
and see how easy it is to become a 
member of FBRA. Also, make the 
meeting an opportunity to meet the 
poor souls who will represent your 
civic needs before our city govern- 
ment--meet us and learn to call us 
by name. And take to heart my open- 
ing statement that the association is 
not a closed society. All are welcome, 
and we look forward to meeting you 
at the first meeting September 25. 
See you then. 


Warm regards for an active year. 


President, F.B.R.A. 


Bernice A. Abbot, Treasurer ; 
2475 Virginia Avenue, N.W. 
Washington 7, D. C. 


Street 


Enclosed please find 1961-62 membership dues* in the Foggy Bottom Resto- 
ration Association. Iam a resident of Foggy Bottom. Iam not a resident, 
but I own property in Foggy Bottom. (Please cross out the inappropriate 


words. ) 


Phone Signature 


*Owners, $5 per household, renters $3. 
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SNOWS COURT WHEN THE CENTURY WAS YOUNG 


We have been reading a book that con- 
tains a stray bit about one section of Foggy 
Bottom, Snows Court, as it appeared half a 
century ago, The author describes the 
Court as he saw it in 1909,,.. Among the 
earliest homes to be restored in the Bottom 
are the row houses facing the present alley 
leading into Snows Court from 25th Street-- 
numbers 1, 2, 3, 4,5, 6, and7, ,Some 20 
other homes are scattered about the Court, 
presenting a remarkable contrast to condi- 
tions 50 years ago. The descriptive pass- 
ages which follow are taken from Neglected 
Neighbors -- Stories of Life in the Alleys, 
Tenements and Shanties of the National 
Capital, by Charles Frederick Weller, 

John C, Winston Company, Philadelphia, 
1909, 


There are three notable things about 
"Snow Alley," or "Snow Court," between 
24th & 25th, and I & K streets--its loca- 
tion in a prosperous part of Northwest 
Washington, its crowded tenants, and 
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the fact that it is a collection of 
shacks. 


Dilapidated, dirty water toilets 
are in the backyards, but the yards 
themselves are usually littered with 
rubbish and everything about the 
entire row is strikingly below the 
grade appropriate for human homes. 


On one of the houses there is dis- 
played a homemade sign, "Where Will 
You Spend Eternity?" It calls atten- 
tion to a characteristic alley mission, 
concerning which a report made in 
1905 said: "A home was discovered 
in the row which was impressively well 
kept. It was occupied by a colored 


minister and his wife who said they 
(Continued on page 4) 


had moved there with the purpose of making 
their house a kind of social center and a 
helpful example to their neighbors. " 


Altogether, there were 13 wooden 
dwellings and 42 bricks in "Snow Alley" in 
1905. These have since been reduced to six 
frames and 41 brick dwellings, excluding a 
brick stable, in which one man sleeps. 
These 47 dwellings, in ten separate rows, 
face upon 6 distinct alley streets which 
twist about confusingly, with many blind 
pockets where one expects to find exits 
and with other houses to be discovered in 
unexpected, hidden places. 


The only clear, lawful entrance to all 
this labyrinth is by a driveway 14-1/2 feet 
wide, from 25th street. A vacant lot on the 
street is now used as a temporary means of 
egress but it does not belong to the alley 
system and is certain to be closed by the 
erection of a dwelling. There is, in addi- 
tion, an odd, obscure footpath, 6 feet wide, 
leading out to I Street, but it twists about 
behind a row of houses and is so complete- 
ly hidden that the writer actually could not 
find it without help. 


One finds all sorts of original arrange- 
ments and peculiarities of construction. 
Three two-story brick structures are arranged 
as three-room flats, with separate entrances 
for the upper rooms. They have no backyards, 
no rear windows at all on the upper floor, and 
in‘'the lower story only one small slit measur- 


ing 16 inches high by 30 inches wide, in one of 


the two rear rooms, 


The toilet in each house is located in 
one corner of a room measuring 5-1/4 by 
8-1/2 feet. This is also used for the storage 
of food and household utensils. Each flat con- 
tains only two additional rooms. 


The local agent of the Associated 


Charities commented upon "Snow Court" 
as follows: "The name suggests white- 
ness and purity, but the court is very 
immoral, although among the many 
shiftless, drinking people there are 
some quiet, respectable families. I 
estimate that there are about 350 to 

400 people in this court, They have a 
good deal of association with shiftless, 
drinking white people, as well as with 
colored families, who occupy the 
neighboring regions of Foggy Bottom. 


In 1905 the monthly rentals for brick 
dwellings with four or five rooms each 
were $6.50, $7.30, $8.00, and $9.30. 
In 1908 the little two-story houses 
served generally as "flats," the two 
downstairs rooms renting for $5.00, 
the pair upstairs for $4.50, making 
$9.50 for the house. Two rooms and a 
toilet chamber command $6.00 monthly 
rental, or $12 for the two floors. Five- 
room houses now rent at various rates 
from $7.50 to $12.30 monthly. 


The Associated Charities’ agent 
described the striking contrast between 
the many idle, drinking, and immoral 
denizens of "Snow Alley" and one of the 
two white households, a family of 
persecuted Russian Jews, who kept an 
alley store. They lived in deplorable 
conditions of over-crowding, with in- 
adequate clothing, scanty food supplies, 
and general distress, but one member 
of the household, an ambitious young 
man, was studying law. He spenta 
great deal of his time at the Library of 
Congress, was always notably neat and 
even dapper in his appearance, and 
afforded another instance of the hopeful 
fact that even amidst the most neglected 
surroundings some touch of the ideal is 
often to be discerned. 


OLIVER, OF HUGHES MEWS 


A cat who ranks alley life above the 
air-conditioned comforts of his Hughes 
Mews home cannot expect to keep out of 
trouble. That's what Oliver found out 
this summer when Jay Goldstein had to 
take his pint-size tiger tabby to the 

vet hospital to rid him of nits and 
worms. 


During the two-day ordeal in his smelly 
cage, nobody gave Oliver chicken meat 
to eat, nobody scratched his spine or 
the back of his neck. But he survived 
the nasty experience and returned to 
his Hughes Mews haunts an older cat, 
but no wiser. 


Oliver still likes alley life best. 
Out in the open he can live as he 
pleases. If he feels so disposed he 
can curl up in a fluffy ball and take 
a nap in the sun on the roof of a neigh- 
bor's patio pagoda, or, if a shadier or 
safer spot is preferred, underneath 
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another neighbor's Ford station wagon. 
He's free to hunt rodents, bugs, and 
crawling things, or to catch a little 
fieldmouse alive and play a game of 
tag with it. 


All these activities Oliver adores. He 
finds enchantment in sniffing leaves of 
grass in Al Wheeler's vacant lot across 
the Mews from his home, digging for 
moles in Vel Rudd's rose garden, inhal- 
ing the loveliness of Benita Belden's 
pansy bed. What if one does pick up a 
nit or a worm now and again! It's a 
small price to pay for freedom to gratify 
one's hobbies and one's love of nature. 


Oliver's close friends are few--in- 
deed, they're limited to Jay Goldstein and 
a small circle who know about the cat's 
love of chicken meat. For them he will 
purr, "White meat, if you please, and 
broiled, if you have it." He may even 
new for a second helping--mewing being 
quite an appropriate form of expression 
for a resident of a mews. 


SUPE PF 
FEDERAL MARKET 


2430 fen. Ave. NW. 
YOU SHOP WE DELIVER 


Watch For Our Weekly SPECIAL: 


IN THE THURS. EVENING STAR 


MEDIOCRE PARTY "How was it?" she asked. 


All dressed up in new dark trousers, "It was O.K,” said Michael, without 
light coat, gleaming white shirt, and enthusiasm, 

red bow tie, our young friend Michael 

Nelson, age 8, attended the first annual "O.K, ?” exclaimed his mother. "You 


Concert by Young People for Young People were at the White House, boy--—didn't 
held recently on the White House lawn. you enjoy it?" 


Michael's mother, eager to hear all about "Well--yes," said Michael, with some 


this important event in her son's life, hesitation, "but Jackie wasn't there-- 
greeted him expectantly on his return home. all we saw was the President, " 
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POTOMAC PLAZA TERRACES range from $145 to $150 a month, one- 


~ NEARING COMPLETION bedroom apartments $175 to $185, garages 

i $22.50. Apartments will be subject to 

| Potomac Plaza Terraces, the new luxury one-year leases, garages on a month-to- 

{ cooperative apartment house at 24th and month basis. Available rental apartments 

= H Streets now nearing completion, will are scattered around the building. One we 
be ready for occupancy during October, saw commands a fine view across the 
according to Edmund J. Flynn. All 48 roof-tops of Foggy Bottom, and takes in 
efficiencies and 105 garages have been a sweep of the Potomac River, Roosevelt 
sold, as well as 110 of the 120 one-bed- Island, and Key Bridge, with the spires 
room apartments and half of the 20 pro- of Georgetown University visible in the 

( fessional suites facing 24th Street. distance. 
- Although M. D.'s own all the professional 
wo % | suites so far sold, these accommodations All of the apartments with the exception 

~ may be purchased by professional people of a few in the center of the building have 
other than doctors, including engineers, balconies. The nine floors are to be served 
architects and lawyers. Substantial sav- by three elevators, one of which will carry 
ings over rental suites accrue to the owners, passengers to the sundeck on the roof. 

-= according to the Flynn Company, Twenty-four hour secretarial service will 

: be maintained in the building, and ample 

H Not all owners of units in the new apart- storage space is to be available in the 

f ment house will occupy them in October--a basement. Some of the apartments are open 

t _ few apartments are to be rented by their for inspection. The luxurious marble en- 

owners. Rentals for studio efficiencies trance lobby will be completed this week, 


and landscaping October 1. 
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OUR JUNE MEETING 


The Foggy Bottom Restoration Associa- 
tion met in the Parish Hall of St. Paul's 
Church on Wednesday, June 28, our Vice 


President, George MacKinnon, presiding. 


The Treasurer's report was read and 
approved. It indicated a cash balance as 
of June 27 of $264. 03. 


A motion was made and carried that the 


Association donate $100 to the Evening 


Star camp fund for underprivileged children. 


The nominating committee presented the 


following slate of officers for the 
Association for the year 1961-62: 


President--Thomas F. Robertson, 909 
26th Street. Vice President--Miss 
Harriet Gruger, 2530 Eye Street; Treas- 
urer--Miss Bernice Abbott, 2475 Vir- 
ginia Avenue; Secretary--Mrs. Charles 
S. (Catherine) Stokes, 2527 Eye Street. 


There were no further nominations and 
the motion was made and carried that the 
group be elected. Two members of the 
Executive Committee were voted into 
office: Mrs. Lloyd Dutch, 2407 Eye Street, 
and Charley Rogers, 917 Hughes Mews. 


TOBEY JEWELERS 


SPECIALIZING 


(Ni. TALE 


REPAIR AND SALE OF OMEGA WATCHES 


2519 PA, AVE., N.W. 
WASHINGTON 7, D.C. 


N O- 7-6718 


VALET SHOP- POTOMAC HOUSE 
940- 25r ST. 


CLEANING: LAUNDERING & SHOE REPAIRS 


ONE SUIT OR DRESS 
WITHOUT CHARGE : 


FIRST ORDER 
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Association for the year 1961-62: 
The Foggy Bottom Restoration Associa- 


tion met in the Parish Hall of St. Paul's President--Thomas F. Robertson, 909 
Church on Wednesday, June 28, our Vice 26th Street. Vice President--Miss 
President, George MacKinnon, presiding. Harriet Gruger, 2530 Eye Street; Treas- 
urer--Miss Bernice Abbott, 2475 Vir- 
The Treasurer's report was read and ginia Avenue; Secretary--Mrs. Charles 
approved. It indicated a cash balance as S. (Catherine) Stokes, 2527 Eye Street. 


of June 27 of $264. 03. 
There were no further nominations and 


A motion was made and carried that the the motion was made and carried that the 
Association donate $100 to the Evening group be elected. Two members of the 
Star camp fund for underprivileged children. Executive Committee were voted into 

office: Mrs. Lloyd Dutch, 2407 Eye Street, 

The nominating committee presented the and Charley Rogers, 917 Hughes Mews. 
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THIS NEWSPAPER--WHAT IS IT? 


Many who receive a copy of this issue 
of the Foggy Bottom News have never 
seen one before, though the paper has 
been published for several years. Its 
primary purpose is to help Foggy Bot- 
tom people to feel the neighborliness 
of our area. It is an organ of the Foggy 
Bottom Restoration Association, which 
covers only 20 blocks of "Greater 
Foggy Bottom" -- the blocks bounded 
on the north by Pennsylvania Avenue, 
on the South by Virginia Avenue, on the 
east by 24th Street, and on the west by 
Rock Creek Park and the Potomac River. 


Members of the Association who write, 
edit, and illustrate the newspaper, 
solicit advertising for it, and arrange for 
printing and circulating it do their work 


on a voluntary basis. Some are profession- 


als, others are not; but they all think of 
it as an amateur project, intended to be 
more like a letter from home than a real 
newspaper. 


If it makes ends meet, the advertisers 
are to be credited. We hope you will 
patronize them. The paper is circulated 
free to all residents of our little enclave 
of Foggy Bottom, the one served by the 
Foggy Bottom Restoration Association. 


Expenses not covered by advertising 
revenue are met by the Association from 
membership dues. You can help keep the 
paper going, and the Association too, by 
joining. Send the treasurer your dues-- 
a blank for that purpose is printed on 
page 2. 


THE APPLE TREE 
By Mary Agnes, Johnson 


‘Twas not my apple tree. 
They had a perfect right 
to chop it down. 


I see them now, the sturdy landlord 
and his wife, 

As they maintained, "It should come down. 

It shades the yard so much the clothes 
won't dry." 


I watched, and trembled deep inside, 

And felt I should go out and hold its 
hand 

To let it know I cared, 

While saw and ax destroyed it, 


Until the ground was strewn with green 
Its place against the sky was bare, 
And one abandoned robin's nest 

Fell from its arms. 


That summer day was darkened then 
Though golden sunlight filled the 

space the tree left bared. 
They could not see, these stolid souls, 
Nor could I tell them, 


"This old apple tree, 

Being such a thing of beauty 
Had every right to live 

So let it be." 


FOGGY BOTTOM'S NEIGHBORHOOD 


MIXED DRINKS 


RESTAURANT & BAR 


STEAKS & CHOPS NERY MEL L ONAS TEN 


PIZZA 


AT 2514 L STREET FOR 25 YEARS 


FUN IN FOGGY BOTTOM 


Two summer block parties in Foggy 

Bottom helped many of us get better 
acquainted during the hot months. The 

first party was in Snows Court Sunday 
afternoon, June 23; the second in new- 

ly paved I Street, between 25th & 26th 
Streets, Wednesday evening, September 9. 


Sponsors of the Snows Court party were 
Pat Patterson, Dave Good, and Jerry Hall, 
who live at 2429, 2431, and 2433 I Street. 
About 75 people turned out to enjoy free 
beer, a Dixieland band, and good fellow- 
ship. 


The I Street party was to celebrate the 
completion of the sewer line between 24th 
and 26th Streets. Music was furnished by 
Frank Ragonese of the Square Construction 
Company, the contractor of the I Street job 
that took so long to complete. Children and 


grown-ups danced in the street from 8 to 10. 


Coffee and do-nuts were served. 


HAIRCUTS 


PRESCRIPTION 


To natives and early settlers it . 
seemed like old times in Foggy Bottom, E 
when nearly everybody in the neighbor- 
hood loafed, laughed, gossiped, and 
sometimes danced and made love a little 
in Snows Court and I Street nearly every 
evening in the year. 


NEW ARENA STAGE OPENS OCTOBER 30 


Arena Stage will open its 1961-62 season 
October 30 in its new building at 6th and 
M Streets, S.W., with "The Caucasian 
Chalk Circle" by the late German play- 
wright, Stefan Brecht. It will be the first 
professional production of the drama in 
America. Based on an old Chinese play, 
the Arena opener is a colorful modern 
classic, full of robust humor and bold 
naturalism. 


BARBER SHOP 
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SPECIALISTS 


WE CALL FOR AND DELIVER 


30 YEARS AT 25 & PENN 
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SOCKS AND MACKINNON 
TO LEAVE FOGGY BOTTOM 


Herbert Socks and George MacKinnon, 
prominent civic leaders of Foggy Bottom, 
have sold their I-Street home and will 
leave the neighborhood next month to 
live in a town house they have bought 
near Dupont Circle, at 1735 19th Street. 
Herb and George are restoring their new- 
old house (circa 1920), which is a four- 
story structure, the first floor to be 
rented as an apartment, the upper floors 
to be their living quarters. 


Both Herb and George have served as 
officers of the Foggy Bottom Restoration 
Association, Herb as President for two 
terms, George as Vice-President and mem- 
ber of the Executive Committee. George has 
been business manager of the Foggy Bottom 
News since its inception in 1957. They 
bought and restored their home at 2503 Eye 
Street in 1955. 


Author of the SHERIFF column in the 
Foggy Bottom News, George makes his 
farewell contribution with this issue. Many 
of the Sheriff's items were collected along 
the streets of Foggy Bottom while walking 
Hector, the black English Cocker owned 
jointly by Herb and George. Henceforth, 
Hector will be covering the Dupont Circle 
neighborhood, and we shall sorely miss 
him. Neither Hector nor his two so-called 
masters can ever be replaced in the hearts 
of their friends in Foggy Bottom. 


MAVERICK IS HIS NAME 


The little balck mongrel who guards the 
street entrance to Rosenblatt's Market 

at 25th and K Streets has only one attri- 
bute of his eminent TV namesake--he 
doesn't get serious about members of the 
opposite sex, though they are much 
attracted to him. Otherwise, Foggy Bottom's 
Maverick is quite different from the TV 
Maverick. He's a homebody who never 
roams, never goes adventuring and minds 
his own business. 


The Rosenblatt pup found his present 
pleasant home (a groceryman for an owner 
--how good can you have it!) when the fam- 
ily's son, Marvin, several years ago ex- 
pressed a desire for a dog when asked what 
he wanted for his birthday. The pup was 
given his name by the Rosenblatt's grand- 
daughter, Ronnye Hellman, a confirmed 
Maverick fan at the age of nine. 


BANGKOK BOUND 


Kay Ammon, of 920 25th Street, left for 
Bangkok in mid-August to begin a two- 
year tour of duty in Thailand as a training 
officer for the International Cooperation 
Administration. She rented her house to 
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Scanlon, Jr., and 
their young daughter, who moved in im- 
mediately after Kay vacated. Daniel is an 
attorney with the Veterans Administration. 
His move here was a VA transfer from New 
York State. 


ROSENBLATT'S MARKET 


1000-25 ST, N.W. WASHINGTON, D.C. 


FE-3 - 53593 


FREE FAST DELIVERY 


GROCERIES - MEATS -FRUITS 
BEER 


ne, Sy A 


WASHINGTON CIRCLE STORE 
SODA FOUNTAIN 


LUNCHEONET TE 


DRUGS — SUNDRIES 
2430 PENN. AVE. 


HECTOR FLUNKED HIS FINALS 


When a dog completes his classwork 
in Obedience School he is required to 
stand an examination on what he has 
been taught. 


Hector III, owned jointly by George 
MacKinnon and Herbert Socks, went up 
for his finals not long ago and ran into 
some bad luck, owing to his divided 
allegiance. 


During the examination Herb stood 
among the spectators, composed most- 
ly of adoring if anxious owners of pets 
in the class, while George led the 
genial English Cocker through the utility 
routine which he had supposedly mastered. 


Everything went well enough until 
George had Hector go through the "stay" 
and "come" part of the routine, the final 
phase which would determine whether the 


scholar should get his diploma as "Novice." 
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The routine began in good order--when 
George commanded "Sit!" Hector sat, 
as he was supposed to do. And when 
George said "Stay" and walked away a 
dozen paces, Hector remained seated as 
he had been taught. But when George 
stopped, turned around to face the dog, 
and commanded "Come!" Hector dropped 
his head and trotted right over to HERB, 
evidently thinking that his other master 
had been unduly neglected. 


That night Hector dreamed he was 
being chased by a tiger and let out 
such a howl in his sleep that Herb got 
out of bed and dashed downstairs to 
see what had happened. To calm the 
poor fellow's nerves Herb took him 
upstairs and tucked him in bed with 
him, and finally Hector fell off into a 
peaceful slumber. Not Herb -- his 
sleep was over for the night! 
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Karakul from Kabul 


Our friend Yassin Mohseni, the former 
Cultural Attache of the Afghanistan 
Embassy in Washington, returned to 
Kabul, the capital city of his country, 
a few months ago to resume his duties 
in the Foreign Service at home, and to 
join his family which he had not seen 
during his four years of duty here. 


Shortly after he reached Kabul, 
Yassin wrote us asking that we send him 
recent issues of the Foggy Bottom News, 
and we airmailed them at once. A few weeks 
later we were summoned to the Afganistan 
Embassy to receive "a parcel" that Yassin 
had sent. We found in it a handsome silk- 
lined Karakul cap. 


Come winter, you may see THE EDITOR 
proudly wearing in Foggy Bottom what the 
best-dressed men in Kabul cover their 


heads with when they strut along Gadi Shahi, 


the Connecticut Avenue of Afganistan's 


FRANK 


EXPERT 
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Hewes' Views 


Not long ago we received a lengthy 
hand-written letter from someone who 
signed himself "Lafcadio Hewes." It 
was postmarked in Yokohama, Japan-- 
of all places! Mr. "Hewes," presemably 
an erstwhile reader of the Foggy Bottom 
News, complains humorously about Hughes 
Court becoming Hughes Mews and erron- 
eously accuses our Staff Poet of being 
responsible for the name change. Part 

of the missive is reproduced below. 


Editor 
Foggy Bottom News 


Esteemed Sir: 


I understand from news accounts that 
your newly acquired "staff poet" is 
insidiously trying to make an ivory tower 
Barkley Square out of earthy Foggy Bot- 
tom by name changing. He should be 
bastinadoed with an anapest!... 
(Concluded on page 14) 
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FOR HOME DELIVERY CALL- AD-2-/0t/ 
Hewes' Views contd. not Mews the Court! 
However, if change /the name/ the poet Sincerely, 


must, then I submit the following: 
Lafcadio Hewes 
1) EWE'S BOOZ (A lactic intoxicant to 
which longevity is attributed--should WORK TOGETHER--WALK TOGETHER 
have an appeal to resident toss-pots. ) 
Life is much less complex when 


2) YEWS VIEWS (Arboreal, Though the husband and wife have the same office 
area is treeless, this should attract address. No waiting on corners, syn- 
Thoreau lovers and "shady" real estate chronizing of watches, or leaving and 
promoters. ) arriving in shifts. The Martin Sloanes 
of Hughes Mews, both attorneys, are 
3) YOUSE TOOS (Second person plural now enjoying the convenience and stimu- 
vocative with adjectival stress, as when lation of working for the same agency, 
Casey Stengel alludes to the ancestry of the U. S. Commission of Civil Rights. 
the first base AND the plate umpire. 
Should gain considerable favor with ex- One reason why the Sloanes of Foggy 
patriate Brooklynites!) Bottom like it at the Commission of 
Civil Rights is that they can walk to 
However, dear sir, you should bear in and from work together. Their office is 
mind the attempt to change the name of on Lafayette Square, about 20 minutes 
Arkansas and curb your poet. Or better from Hughes Mews on foot. They have 
still, pack him off to the Ezra Doggerel never missed walking even during the 
Pound where he can Court the Muse-- height of last winter's blizzards. 
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THE SHERIFF SAYS. iioc 


That the old sycamore tree in front of 940 25th could not stand the traffic and collapsed 
finally.... that "Toto" Walker, senior citizen of 904 26th, could easily win the Arthur 
Murray Prize for his display at our block party... that Cabot Radin sends word from the 
Hill that his ills were not caused by his fellow canine but non-pedigreed smell—mates met 
on Hill streets... that the new Potomac Plaza Terraces will not have a moat around it to 
accommodate singing gondoliers beneath the beautiful balconies, altho there will be many 
Juliets there... that Jack Truelove, the expert crane and shovel operator of the "sewer gang,” 
did not come to the street dance for fear he would be buried in his own digging... that 
residents of Q.A. Lane are calling the north side of their street the "Queen" side and the 
south side the "Annie" side--and go see why... that there is some fine slate for sale at 
the site of the demolition of the Montgomery School... that the police were almost as 
puzzled as we residents the first day the K Street traffic was diverted... that Channel 
House discourages you from using its drivethru as a shortcut... that Dr. Harris has the 
best lawn in Foggy Bottom... that it's a bet that Helen McGrath will beat Marcia Justice 
to the tunnel in the event of an air raid... that the Foggy Bottom Chamber Music Group 
will recover from the loss of Joe Hanlon, the oboist, who moved to the Golden Gate country 
.. that Joe McLaughlin took the prize for commuting the longest distance this summer-- 
from Cape May, N.J.... that Morella Hansen no longer reads her morning paper as she 
walks Hermione, the flirting dachshund--too much traffic... that our Editor had a new 
"garage" for his Karmann Ghia shipped from California, by parcel post yet... that the 
Cancer Clinic on Washington Circle is practically isolated like Berlin... that the statue 
of St. Stephen the Martyr in front of the new church has stirred much talk--more than the 
ae church itself... that most residents of Foggy Bottom don't know that it is illegal to leave 
| their trash cans out on public space except on the morning of pickup (Thursdays)... that 
Karl of Rineharts' Sunoco gave up teaching that class in Baltimore... that Don Marsenik, 
the finest cop on our beat, has been moved to the Connecticut Avenue area... that we 
hope you all had a fine summer... 


EDITOR'S NOTE: It is with regret that we announce 
that the Sheriff's column, one of the most popular 
features of the Foggy Bottom News, will cease 

with this issue, since the Sheriff -- George Mac- 
Kinnon -- will be turning in his star and moving out 

of the Bottom in the near future. We hope he will 

find it possible to leave the rarified atmosphere of 
Dupont Circle to visit his old haunts from time to time. 
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Potomac Plaza Terraces 730 24th Street, N. W. 
LUXURY LIVIN GIN FOGGY BOTTOM 


A few choice one-bedroom apartments featuring large balcony 
terraces are still available. Find out the many advantages of 
cooperative ownership today. Some apartments for rent on 
short- or long-term lease. Office open daily 11 am to 7 pm. 


E. J. FLYNN COMPANY FE 8-5895 


FIRST MEETING 


‘61-62 SEASON 
MONDAY - SEPTEMBER, 25 - 196I 8:30 PM. 
PILLSBURY HALL - 2430 "K" 


THIS 1S OUR ORGANIZATIONAL MEETING 


MAKE SURE YOURE THERE — 
ATTEND AND GET IN ON THE " GROUNDFLOOR" 


CORFEE!..& DOUGHNUTS » FREE 


